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All the Material Clauſes contain'd iri the ſe- 
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which I have Store, for-a Yard of Cloth, which 
I] want,, I now may for ſo much Gold or 
Silver as is by the conſent of Mankind the 


counterpoiſe or value of a Sack of Wheat, have , 


the Yard of Clothz. and he that ſpared me 
the Yard of Cloth may with that Gold or Sil- 


ver procure, from any body elſe a Sack of. 


Wheat, or a lefs quantity (it he wants not fo 
much as a Sack) with part of it, and other 
things which he wants with the reſidue. 


A ſmall quantity of Gold or Silver is equal 
in value to very great quantities of other things ; 
as for Inſtance, a Grain of Gold is worth a 

gious number of ' Grains of Wheat; fo 
that whilſt thoſe Metals remain in the Lump, 
they are not adapted to the common Occa- 
fions of Mankind: And beſides, they mags. 
pable of being mixt_ with "other Metals: of 
valug, withour its being diſcernible: by the Eye 
that they are ſo mixt, there was- a- neceflity 


of having pieces. of thoſe Metals cut out into _ 


ſuch Sizes as ſuited with commerce, . and of 
fixing a Certain Standard of Finenefs that 


thoſe Pieces ſhould be of, or elſe thoſe Metals - 
would want much- of their uſefulneſs, becauſe. 


'*ewou'd be difficult to cut the Pieces out of 
the Limp, and weigh them exaftly as Men's 
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or the Excl of one Commodity - for ano- J 
ther is avoided.: And thoſe Metals are become . 
the Inftruments of Commerce ; ſo that, for Ex- - 
ample, inſtead of giving a Sack of Wheat, 'of 
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puniſhed ithed capirally. 


Hence it came ito paſs that all Govern- 
ments, whoſe Office it 15 to take 
care their Subjefts ſhould receive no In- 
jury, ordain'd that the Weight and Fine- 

| of theſe Metals, which d be made 
uſe of in their Dominions, ſhou'd be a{- 
certain'd, and made known. to the Peo- 

; and to that end coining was in- 
ſticured, and the Pieces of thoſe Metals 
fo coin'd are what we call Money ; fo that 
Meoney is nothing elſe but Silver or . Gold 
cut into Pieces of a certain known weight 
and fineneG, which the Stamp and Name 
given' them by the Government, warrants 


to the People to contain the quantity of 


_—_ Gold ' or Silver they are current 


If therefore thoſe Pieces contairi not 


the quantity of Standard Gold or Silver 
they oughe, that 'is to ſay, -which their 
Denomination imports, whoſoever receives 


them is cheated, and the Faith of the Pub-' 
lick violated, 'and the - Government dif-  .. 


honoured ; and this is the reaſon that coun- 


terfeiters: of Coin, and clippers or dimi- 


thers of the; erue Coin in every Country are 
I 
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If in a time of neceſlity the Government 

: ſhould coin Pieces of baſer Metal or lefs 
weight than the Standard, as the City of 
Rome .did when fireightned by Hannibal, 
and in other Countries has been done in an 
Exigeticy of the State, thoſe Pieces.wou'd 
not be Money, but Counters or Tickets, 
which the Coverntnehs wou'd in Ho- 
nour and Juſtice be oblig'd to make good, 
and receive in again when the Exigency 

was over, and return and pay the Pol- 
ſeffors the full valne of rhemn in Standard 
Gold or Silver; and nothing but a confi- 
dence that the Government [would faith- 
fully do fo, could give them a currency as 
"if . they were true value: For Gold or } 
Silver coming in the place of Commodines, 
and being taken inftead of them in Barter, 
muſt of neceflity be in the ſame condition 
that other Commodities would be, in caſe 
there were no Money. Now in caſe of 
Barter, *tis not the Name, but the Quan- 
tity and Uſefulneſs of the commodity | 
gives ir the valne..' And the' Government | 
cou'd not arbi {er a certain Value - | 


JI 


Crowns, weighing but half an Ounceeach; 
-and if there be any ſuch Perſon, let.hi 
Oy, Fancy, 'I will not diſpute. with 


, and Cloth were ſcarce ?' But if. chere 

1d after that be another Law made, 
that half a Buſhel ſhould be call'd a Buſhel, 
and exchang'd' for, as much as 'a Buſbel did 
before; if the Government ſhould have ne- 
ver ſo: much need of Cloth, . I doubt they 
would bardly ger their Subjects :to make it, 
and ſupply chem therewith on thoſeTerms, 
unleſs ci Government could teach- them 
how to feed as many Mouths © with: half a 
Buſhel, as they did, or could with a whole 
Buſhel. - But methinks there needs no Ar- 
gument to prove, that the Government of 
any Country can't make half an Ounce 
of Silver (or any thing lefs than an Ounce) 
purchaſe as much of any Commodity as 
an Ounce; Whatever Name ir” gives to 
the half Ounce, tho' it were the very ſame 
Name the Ounce was call'd by before, un- 
leſs any body could think that a. Man that 
had . 400 Crowns, ' weighing an Ounce: 
each, was noRicher one that had 4oo 
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Coin ; all that any Government: ought to 

do (or indeed can do) in coining, or 
making Money , is to eſſay. the Metal, 
and weigh the Pieces, and ſet a Stamp on 
them, asa Mark, by which the People ſhall 
be inform'd what quantity of Gold or 
Silver 1s in each Piece. h 


All this I confeſs might be done by the. 
_ themſelves ; were: they fit to be 
d : bur ſince, if every one might coin 

his own dintey; it. would be impoflible to 
prevent Fraud ; ' therefore this Truſt 
15 d in the Government, which is 
preſum'd to, do all things for the. good 
and ſafety of the People, and nothing to 
their Prejudice, or in Deceict of them. - ;.. 


The Government of Englandhas generally 
in all Ages been very careful in this Matter,as 
will appear by the antientand conſtant Con- 
ſtitutions and Indentures of the Mint ; And 
with great Reaſon : For beſides the Duty ' 
of taking care that the Subje&t be kept 
from wrong; the Intereſt of all Govern- 
ments, obliges them to be carefal-and juſt 
in this Poine ; for its Stamp being a Wax- 
ranty of the Weight and Fineneſs of the 
Money, the Government is bound by that 
Warranty to make it good to the Subje, 
if the Money be'defedtive in either Reſpect, 
and ſo the Parliament has judg'd this he 
: SE AR ION 
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fion, or elſe I cafi fee no Reaſon at all 
| for their Reſolution , that the Deficiency of 
clipt and baſe Money, ſhueld be made good to 
the People, at the Charge of the Publick. 

as the Government of England has al- 
ways taken care, that the Money ſhould be 
coin'd of its due Weight, and Fineneſs ; fo 
it has provided by Law , that none ſhotid 
paſs, or be receiv'd, or payable, that was di- 
miniſh'd in its Weight; for by the antient 
Orders of the Exchequer, none was' to be 
taken there, but what was weighed and 
tryed as well as told ; and in common 
commerce, every body might refuſe falſe or 
tighe Money; and i any Perſon utter'd 
counterfeit or. diminiſhed Money, know- 
ing it to be falſe or diminiſhed, he might 
be indicted, and g_ as guilty of a great 
M;ſprifien ; and it he knew the Counterfeit- 
ers, or Diminiſhers of it, or utter'd it for 


them, he was partaker of their Crime, and 
guilty of High-Treaſon. 


But of late years notwithſtanding the 
good Proviſion of our Laws, our Silver Mo- 
ney has been (almoſt-all that has been 
current amongſt us) either counterfeitad 
-or {clipt, or otherways diminiſhed, and 
every body guilty of M5ſprifion in uttering 


_ | it, knowipg it to be ſuch. 


B What 


Clauſe 1. 


nor to be 
fold for 
more 1n 
Tale of 
Clipt. 


(1) 


What'has been the Occaſion -of this 
general Corruption, as well of the People 


as of our Money, is not my Buſineſs 
to enquire, my purpoſe is _ to acquaint 
you what Remedy the Wiſdom of the 
Parliament has provided theſe two laſt Sel- 
ſions, in order to our relief from a Misfor. 
tune, our Negligence (to ſay noworſe of it) 
has ſuffer'd to grow upoh us to ſuch a 
Height, as had almoſt brought vs to utter 
Ruin. 


The Parliament laſt Year obſery'd that | 
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for. any greater or leſſer Sum : And this Penal» 
5 | ty. is given by the AR, one half to the 
© | King, the other to the Informer. 
S | ++ Before this Ac, itbeganto be a common 
© | Trade tobuy.up weighty Silver Money,with 
C | cliptPleces;andaMill'd Crown-Piece would 
= | readily: yeild: five' clipt Shillings and thres 
- | Pence, and ſome were bought and-fold for 
) | five and Sixpence, and, ſo. it would: have 
2 | gon:on, andthe mill'd; Money have. riſen 
2 (as long as-any had-been left. unmelted) 
until:it had comme to ſuch a Price; as that 
| the clipe Pieces muſt have been ſo many 
t | bat: their Weight would have near equal 
t | led the Crown to haveibought it ; but chis 
Y | Act put a ſtop:to-this Trade, and then'the 
t .?. Dealers in Money, taking Advantage of 
| *he Ads not-providing againit giving 
>mors Pieces in Tale for coin'dGotd, than 
- | it. was Coin'd for; preſently began to raife 
# | the Value of 'Guyneas, and gave 23 clipt 
% | Shillings fo a Guynea, which at Higheſt 
Y| never yielded above: 22 5s. nor commonly 
more than their real Value, wiz. 21:5; 6 4, 
-| ill the beginning of ' March was: twelve 
-| Month, and then few would take them as 
i- | thoſe Jobbers-and Moniers gave for /them, 
4| I meanat2} s. till theſe Traders in Coin 
-| had beenabout a; Fortnight buying up all 
”% they could get/at that Rate, and then they 
| role apace; for by the beginning: of day, 
| they came to pals at 25s. 'the Guynea, 
m B 2 which 
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which was [near' the Par to the Valac of 


the clipr Silver that /was then current (and 
there was no other but clipe Money car- 
rent) for immediately after the pafling this 
AR, -and riſe of Guyneas, all the weighty 
Money diſappear'd, and was' hoarded up; as 
being. of a certain. Value;' and therefore 
to. be reckon'd real Treaſure, ' and tore 
worth than Gold, . when it had obtain'd 
ſuch an Imaginary (and I might add) corimi> 
nal Valuc,' and evidently berter than the 
current Money; which” had loſt ſo mach 


of ics Weight by clipping. - At this Rate of 


25.5. the Guynea, for two or thiee 
Months, becauſe fo much clipet Money 
weighed, one with another, as. much as 
215, Or 215. 64. ought to weigh? [But 
in thoſe two _ three — the 
Clippers were very buſily employ'd to make 
a new Advance of Gold, by lefleaing-the 
Silver and (wanting broad Weighty /Mo- 
ney to work on ) clipt 'over again'that 
which had been before dlipt, and as this 
ſecond clipping increaſed, the Guyneas be- 
gan to riſe again in their Price, - till--they 
came to 3os. or upwards; nor would they 
have ſtop'd there, had not the Exchequer 
and Receivers of the publick Money re- 
fus'd to receive them, which gave them a 
check, at which many conſiderable Eankers, 
and Dealers in Poney, raged and ſtorm'd 
extreamly, and omitted no A— to 

rce 
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force the D_— to receive them at 30 5 
atledfſt.: And all this while cho'Dealers in 
Mohey' | gave alt -'the Incourageinent 
pw to -the currency of <clpt and, 
e Money, by receiving it, tho" never 
o-much clipt or apparently counterfeited. | 


. -- Andall along'as our Guyneas roſe, and 

gain'd their hurtful Value, the Exchange in 
our! foreign Trade grew more,” and more 
t our: Diſadvantage for Foreigriers; when 
they found we 'our felves'judg'd' a quarter 
of! an' Ounce, and 'Nine Grains' of Gold 
( which i the Weight of our Guyneas) 
was worth 25/'or 30+5s.' of our Shillings, 
pa 4 exchang'd their Money, or gave Bills 
(which © is the "ſame' thing) accordingly. 
And fo we'loſt as much by that, as the 
Guyneas advancdin their Price; which was 
Joſt ſo; euch rea} Loſs'to the Nation. 


-.. In this Condition the Parliament found 

us when they laſt met, wiz. Novemb. 22. WIR 
1695. And His Majeſty in his Speech, at mn 
the opening of the Seffion, took Notice of 

the great Difficulty we lay under. by reaſon of 

the ill State of our Coin. The Redreſs of which 

m_ He) prove a farther Charge to the 
Nation ;. but- this is a matter of Rr general . 
Concern, and of ſo very great Importance, that 

T have thought fit to leave it intirely to my Par- 
lament. 


The 
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the Commons took it into Conſideration; 
and went _into:a Commirtee of the whole 


Houſe, to. conſider of the State: of. the | 
Coin, ap.on ganljier of a Vynd CR | 


good. the Deficiency of -ohpt-Maney ; and 
not going 
went into. a Committe. on it the next Day, 
and (that ; being Saturday) io. they . did the 

lowing, when. they . pert 
their Brirnthg which . the next 'D 
Vit. Tueſday, Decemb xoth. os reported, 


and agreed to Houſe, and: were as 
"- VI. At, tbe ettual: Way,-to 
hee fs s. That hy 52h ich. the Natie 
ſuffers by the currency. of Cl. Fong. 3s, t0.re- 
coin the ſame. eo N 
| That all clipt Money be dt a—_ 

Commons rhe Eſtabliſh'd Standard of the. ms 


Votes. 


ro "gs and | Fennſs - 


\ 
a 


fird ; Soph neiond nog The next Day: 


thorough with it that Day, they. 


= | 


That 


— 
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ſon ro bring in their clips Money to be recoin'd 


That the Loſs. of ſuch clipt Money, as is 
Sikger, and coin'd Bra lawful Min of this 
Kingdom, ſhall be born by the Publick. 


- "That a Day or Days be appointed, after which 
no clipt Crowns, or half Crown: be allow'd 


in Payment, or to paſs, except only to the Col- 
lebtors and "RaceFonrs sf His Majeſty's Reve- 


wes and Taxes, or upon Loans in Payment into 
the Exchequer. | 


That a Day or Days be appointed, after 


which no clipt Crowns or balf Crowns, ſhall ' 


paſs in any Payment whatſoever. 

That all ſuch Crowns and balf Crowns, as 
they come into his Majeſty's Receit, berecoin'd 
mio mill d Money. —- | 


| That a Dayor Days be appointed, after which 


#0 Money clipt within the Ring, be allowed in 


Pa or 'to paſs, except only to the Col- 
lebars and Receivers of His Majeſty's Revenues 
and Taxes, or upon Loans, or Payments into the 


That a Day or Days be appointed 


which no Money -_ thin the yang Wars 


in any Payment whatſoever. 
That a Day or Days be appointed for all Per- 
im 
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in mill d Money, after which no Recompencs | 


ſhall be made for the ſame. 


1 


the Deficiency of clipt Maney. 


The next day was a Day of Faſting and | 


Humiliation 3 but the Day following they 
ordered an Addreſs to be made to his Ma- 
jeſty on theſe Reſolutions, and ordered a 
Bill to be brought in for Regulating the Silver 
Coin of this Kingdom. 


The 14h. the Houſe agreed to the Form 1 


of the Addreſs to be preſented to his Ma- 
jeity on their Reſolutions, wherein they de- 
ſfre him to appoint the Day or Days, after which 
no clipt Money ſhall paſs. | 


The 17th. the King ſends them word, | 


He would iſſue out a Proclamation accordingly, 
which was publiſhed the 19th. wherein is 


recited, that rhe Lords and Commons had feve- 
Proclama- rally addreſt to him ( by his Proclamation) to | 
prevent the Currency of clipt Money, and de- | 
clares and commands ; that after the firſt of Ja- * 


nuary-' then next enſuing, no clipt Crowns or 


Half-Crowns , ſhould paſs in any Payment ex- | 
cept to his Maiehy" Collettors and Receivers, | 
3d 


&cC. nor after of February in anyPays 


4} 
2 


That # Fund or Funds be fettled far-ſupplying | 


whatſoever, within London or 40 Miles thereof, | 


nor Þ| 


NH 


$49 
1 | 


Tg. clips; ithin-the 


ww [hos 'any Payment, except to bis. 
| Majeſty's Co vs, Cc. one, the | 
: a fd rover in any Tong per Or 


- This oma: nay even tle Votes 


" | befbre the Proctimation,, had che good Ef- 


" | ft; thar immediately the Exchange altor- 


| ©; web that w ereas a Pound Stenj 
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ef to-oup Advantage very chalgierably, in 


which former 
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being brought hither and. coined;” would 
make Four  Guinea's within eos ; 
Weight, and thoſe Guinea's paſling at 30s 
each, produced fix Pounds ; whereas. 16 : 
Ounces of Silver coined here make_ but : 
4). 2s 8d. and by this Means all our new } 
Money, and all the Silver in the Kingdom 
was like to have been melted down, and 
cartied away, and at the ſame time the 
Nation muſt have loſt as conſiderably by : ! 
the Exchange. Therefore the Parliament: 
reſolved to make an A# for taking off the * 
Obligation and Encouragement for coining Gui- -- 
needfer z certain time therein mentioned, which, } 
paſſed foon after the 4&# 8/4 Remedying the _ 
;ll State of the Coin : The Effect of a part of . 
theſe Ads I ſhall here inſert for your Per- - 
uſal, together with ſome Clauſes that are 
in other Adts paſſed this Seflion with rela- 
tion to the Silver and Gold Coin, without ' 
ſtating to you the Occaſions of them, be- 
cauſe neither my Time nor Paper will per-. , 
mit it; for I muſt ſpare enough. of ] 
both to make ſome Remarks on what the 
Parliament hath done, and ſuggeſt to you, . | 
" whatT take to be your Duty, and the Duty of. 
every ,good, Engliſhman to do on this Occa- 
ſion, 'the Omifftion of which may not on-. 
ly continue, but increaſe the Miſchiefs theſe ! 


Acts were made to cure, and in a little” } 


time bring the Nation into utter Confuſi- 
on, and -irrecoverable Ruine. In the A# for 
W-” Remedy- | 


Ex ſuch Pg or Perſons as 


_ Prejudice 
a _ i reg in hr 
PT; and no fi 
_ ied ra the mani ifold 0 ifs f 


<A the Money, without re-coining the c 
Pieces, and then provides regular and is 


fectual Methods for re-coining it. And in 
that AR are theſe Clauſes following. _ 


*_ Be it Enatt:d,- 8c. That the Receivers ang Cleanſe. 


Collefors, and other Officers imruſted with the 
Receipt or Collettion of his Majeſty s Revenues, 
Impoſitions, Duties, Taxes, Aids ; or Supplies, 
or any of them granted and in or here- 
þ pd to be pral ſhail, and age AF are 
everally required fo accept and ks in Payment 
jr, has | Mayey s Uſe, he or upon Account of the 
Revenues, rtions,, Duties, Taxes, 

gi, Sapp 27 Z ys ir Bevng — 


being Sterling-Silver , or 
. coarſer. Ally than the geoted , 


in or for Juch wa Pres 


Recſon: or Pretente of their being worſe, or 


ing more Alloy thay Standard-Sibver, © > 


> ens ſuch 


— 


| Clauſ 4- 


el 


10 ſay, ſuch Picces as have both Rimgs, 'vr the 


tpi pin b peta ar 6 


woſb'd with Sioer only. 


Hnd the Tellers inthe Receipt of bis Minjefty's 
Exchequer Teſpeftively ſhall at any vinwe- peas 
beferethe 2:4th of June 1696 , not only Teorive 
and rake to his Majeſty's Uſe at vhe receipt of | 
chequer the ſaid clips Moneys 1#hich ſhall ave | 


bees ſo receio'd or colleFed b the es hal 4 


ral and.Collettors vr other 0 

by them brought to the ſaid Receipt hy the ih Ja 
Revenues, 8c... but alſo-any Loans mn ſuc 

27 which ſhall-be authoriz'd to > Meine 07 FEce ia 
wed there, unleſs ſuch Loans 'or Payments fhall 
be ſpecially direfted by At of Parliament to beve- 
ceived in Bro kind of Money. 


Another Clauſe in'the ſame Act recites 
That the Money made with the Nawomer avid not 
_ the Mill and Preſs, whiob remains whole nnd. 
wockpt, will be liable tocli ard rounding. 
For the Prevention thereof, +20 Sawrkry thas -e= : + 
wery Perſon heving unclipt hammered Momey ”"n 
bas or ber Cuftady or Poſſeſſion do before the 10th. 
of February 3695, or before they dipeſe of of the 


Jame,.cauſe fach fa beftruck whro 


about the omillle | Phece with a fe 
Punch that ſhall ke # Hole ovitheut diminiſh- 
ing the Silwer'; and that after A ; | 
February mo wnelipt harmmered Money, that ' 


greats" 


JJe of f the Pariſh where uch 
More ſhall bore d or Yeceio'd.. "bis 


Ps them 'm "the emeral Cern-Sefiom _ 


| Conpin to be made Yo them of fech 
are v dias 1p hog jzance ti ay 


and to determine the ſame, and for that purpoſe to 
_ theParty complained of, touppear before them, 
> tre ob —_ ke Gin, nd 
Yanits to | P z s | 
Obnrrels vf the Offenders. a j 
4 1 


And'in the AT | br pramting Yo 'Þjs Majeby 1 mo Guil, 
an Ap of Four Shillings in th Pound for one Fib- {| 
Year, for further of the People, it is claufe 5, | 
enatted, That Hos 3haj are willing may at any 1 
e the the th of Ma T9 pgs 70- 4 


gov is the fir Quarterly | 
rbrice 'vr | Fines Fekete "d or | 


. cerve: - 


FR.) 
4. 


[ |. noſe Bm An AG for taking off the Obligation and En- | 
| Guil-3t. ,,,, agement for coining Guineas for a certaintime | 


Clauſe E. 


every ſuch Acquittance ſhall be a good Diſcharge 
es bis Majeſty, bis Heirs _ Succeſſours, as 


if the Surmm chargeable by the Af on ſuch Man- © 


nours, Lands, 8c. were aſſeſs d' or anſwer'd at 


the ſeveral and reſpettivve Quarterly Payments ; 


appointed by the AB. 


therein mention'd, 


Recites that great Quantities of Gold have 
been lately imported from Foreign Parts, which 
bein coin d here into Guineas have been (Occaſion 


of the preſent ill State of our Silver Coin) taken | 


and accepted by the Subjetts of this Realm at v 

bigh and unuſual Rates and Prices, tending to the 
great Dammage and Loſs of the Publick, the 
Continuance of which Prafice (ſays that AR) 


unleſs ſpeedily prevented, will run the: Nation | 


vaſtly in Debt to Foreigners, for'the Repayment 


whereof the Silver Moneys of this Kingdom miuſt 


be inevitably exhauſted on Terms .of great Ad- 


vantage : Therefore to. prevent the Fr arther | 


Growth of ſo great an Evil, enatts, That from 
and after the 2d of March 1695, till the 1ſt 
of January then next following,. there ſhall not 
be any Obligation þ receiving into bis Majeſty's 
Mint or Mints 0 be coind any Gold whatſoe- 


© veive the ſame, and required on every ſuch Pay 
ment to give an Acquittance, expreſſing the Summ 
received for ſuch Quarterly Payments, &c. and © 


W 


ver }J- 


4 Pry 
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.. Iue of the Silver ſo receiv d, to, the Uſe of each 
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| wer, nor ſtall any of theOfficers of bis Majgfy's = 


roy , ed to HR Tor wit the 
tz0me (/ ? or Ai , er[0n Ww oever:. xce 
the Rel Afcan Company, «to fich Gal 


as they import from Africa for their own Uſe. 


Ard declares that. the Importation. of Gui- 
eas from beyond the Seas may / new prejudicial 
50 the Kingdom ; and therefore enacts That 
all Guineas imported from the ſaid 2d of March 


70 the ſaid 1ft of January ſhall be forfeited, half 


ro the King, and half to the Informer. . 
In the A# to incourage the bringing Plate 


; 
| 
j 
[i 
þ 
( | 
” | 


intb the Mint to be: coin'd, and for further re- amo Bee, | 


there are Clauſes to this Effe&, wiz. 


' medying the ill: State of the Coin of this Kingdom, Guil. 3ttt. | 


| 


. And to the end the Subje&t afier fo great Con- Clauſe 7. | 


tribution and Gorge for making for. making good 


the Deficiency of clips. Money may not remain: 
under any Part of the Miſchiefs which the 


| | *Continuance of the Currency of [uch Money will 


occaſion, be it farther enafted, that whoever after 
the 4th of May 1696, ſhall take or receive 
any {i clipt Mopey otherwiſe than according to 
the Direftions, andin purſuance of an Aft of this 
preſent Seſſion of . Parliament, Entituled an At 
far remedying the ill State of the Coin of ths 
Kingdom in any P whatſoever as if it 
were lawful Money, ſhall forfeit double the Va- 


1 


| 


: 
i 
: 
[ 
j 
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' 
| 
i 
i 
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(4) 


Perſon. as w or proſecute for Oe SE 

be recover 'd in EY 

ature for uttering Money a 

'it ans Ne drirenh ©, it,. in purſuance of” an A# 

| |yide the in this preſent Seſſion of” Parliament is 

| | ie Fe OE od reyes _ 
ces ace are' :mpower'd to 

| Exe EIN - 

| "” ov accordingly. 


| And: whereas the uncertain - Vale of coined 
, Gold bas been highly prejudicial wo Trade, and 
an Encouragement t0 certain evil-diſpos d Per- 


ſons tor nut the great Prefu- 
dice reſo dfettie aom': Be it 


| from and after the roth of April r696,' no 
'Þ Perſon ſhall utter ar receivve any of the Pieces of 
it Gold Coin commonly call: 4 Guineas at. any higher 
| - orgreater Rate an Value thaw two and'tw 


nd why anhagorts ſhall . quader's berein, ſhall incur the 
| CR THES ' inn At made 
hs og bo Parkament for thoſe that ſhallreceive 
or « HROG and other pieces of coined /Goli} at 


zd ro be recover'd' by the. ſame Ways and 


Albans tha the Penalties and Farftitares. of that. 
AF areto be, or may be recower'd. 


The 


therefore enadted way Soak eſaid, " 


Shilling for each Guinea, and ſo. proportionably 
for k. every greater or leſſer piece of coined Gold. - 


a greater or bigher Rate fnough. that AR is We 


"SYS 


The A in this laſt Clauſe referred to, is 
the 7th and 8th Gwil. 3:iz. intituled an A&t 
for continuing ſeveral Duties, &c. upon 
Wine, Vinegar, and Tobacco, &c. and the 
Penalties are the Forfeiture of double rhe Va- 
lue of the Gold paid or receiv'd, and alſo twenty 
Pounds, half to the King and half to the In- 
former, to be recover'd with Coſts of Suit 'by 


Bill, Plaint, Information, or Action 'of 


Debt in any of his Majeſty's Courts, &c. 


| And an A# (is paſſed) for granting to bi 
Majeſty ſeveral Rates or Duties upon Houſes for 
a + good the Deficiency of clips Money. 


"This Tax is laid for ſeven Years, and I 


believe will be thought. very burthenſome - 


and diſagreeable by tome of thoſe that are 
to pay it before it be expired ; and I am apt 
to think theParliament intended the People 
ſhould ſenſibly feel what they pay on this 


, {| Occaſion, that they might thereby be indu- 


| done) generally r 


ced to take care not to permit the like Miſ- 

chief to growamong usany more : For no 

body can wholly excuſe himſelf from hav- 

ing contributed to it, ſince by Law every 

body might have refus'd clipt —_— , and 
U 


every. body is puniſhable that utters 


fore the People had hs they ought to have 
Sd to take any but 
D lawful 


ch as' 
is apparently clipt or diminiſh'd : If there- 
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| z8 | awful Money, and proſecuted ;the ers | 
and other Corrupters of our Coin for uttering 
fuch as was viſibly deficient, we could not 
have been brought into the Conditioh we 
now are, and therefore the Parliament had 
reaſon to make us repair the Loſs by a Tax 
almoſt as odious as . Chinmey-Money 3 nay, T 
am told they had it under Conſideration 
whether they ſhou'd not do it by Chimtrey- 
Maney it ſelf. | 


The Summ of all the Proviſions made by 
the Parliament to prevent the Currency of 
clipt Money, are, -n 


1. That whoſoever gives more in Tale | 
of clipt Money or Yeficient Money for 
broad or mild Money'than it was coin'd 

' for, forkeits ten Peunds for every twenty 
Shillings, and fo'ih Proportion fora great- 

| erorleſſer Sur, viz. '6& 5 Gul. & Mar. 
rideCluuſe An At to prevent counterfeiting and elip- 
vie if ping the Coin'6f thisKingtom., 


Vide Pro 2+. That 1 'clipt Mvtieyeſhall be ietir- | 
clamarion. rantin any Paytnerit excpprto'the King,aE | 
and Com- ter a Day which sihow paſt. - 

mons . "5. oo eh 
Vid Clauſe 3- Thar'the King 'ſkall receive no/dlipt 

24 and Money in his Revenues or Taxes after'the 
+3” a4bof May, 2696. 
4. That 


$7 6 ) | + * ' } 
4. That whoſoever after the roth of April 1 
1696. ſhall pay or receive Guineas for more 
than 22s. and in proportion any greater . 
or leſs peice of coined Gold, ſhall forteirfor © 
every offence double the value of the Gold, 
and 20 L. half to the King, half to the In- 
former. 


. F. That whoſoever has in their Cuſto- ide $4, 
dy, after the roth of February, any unclipt CL | 
hammer'd Money, whereon are both Rings, | 
or major part of the Letters, ſhall punch 
a Hole through the middle thereof, without 
diminiſhing the the Silver, before they dif- 
poſe thereof, and whoever fails in this, 
may be indifted, and. fin'd. 


'6. That if any Perſon render or receive fide p 
any Piece fo punch'd, which is afterwards <Y* 4+ 
. clipt, he ſhall forfeit double. the Value of the 
IP ſo tendred or receiv'd amount to it 

2306, * 


7. That whofoever ſhall after the 4:h of Vide 
May 1696, receive any clipt Money as Claule 7+" 
Lawful Money, other than ſuch as is - 
punch'd,purſuant to the preceeding Article, 
or - Six-pences not clipt within the inner- 
moſt Ring, ſhall forfeit double the Value 
thereof to the Informer, to be recoverd 
_ beforethe Juſtices in their Seflions. 


qd 2 And 


- que 
a, _ wo 


| Vide 
Clauſe 2. 


' PFide 


Clauſe 3; 


S — x 7 
20 


7 And for the eaſe of the People, that 
the clipt Money may not remain in their J 


Hands, 


7. They may pay in all their Taxes, 
Debts to the Crown for Exciſe, Cuſtoms, 
ec. and the whole Year's Land-Tax , 


' if they pleaſe, to the ColleRtors at any 


time before the Fourth of May 1696, in 


_ Clipt-money. 


2. They may lend to the Exchequer, on 
any Act, whereon a Credit to borrow 
is given by Parliament, and the . Loans 
i1 - Clipt-money ſhall be taken rat any 
time bcfore 'the 24ch of Fune, as if the 
ſame were gun and lawful money. 

By theſe means all the Clipt-money 
may certainly come into the Exctequer 
(unleſs new be made as faſt as the old is 
paid in ) and there melted down (as the 
Parliament has ordained that it ſhall) for it 
has becn computed that all theSilver Money 
in En/end amounts not to above five mil- 


lions ( whereof near two are ſuppoſed to. 


remain whole and unclipt ) and here is 
provided room for the taking in above fox 
millions. The Land-Tax muſt be reckon'd 
double, viz. the money it will produce, and 
the Loans to be made on it, which may be 
both in clipt money ; if therefore it ſhall 
bring inſeventeen hundred thouſand pounds 


that, 


aa ©. Od ts = FI 


; that, and the Loans make three millions 
J four hundred thouſand pounds. The Im- 


poſitions on Merchandize given this Seffion 
is taken by the Government for fifreen hun- 


' dred thouſand pounds, which is to be bor- 


rowed on them for this years Service. The 
Duty on Diſtillers, &c. is likewiſe taken 
for five hundred thouſand pounds, and the 
Cuſtoms, Exciſe, and other Branches of the 
Revenue to the 4th of May, 1696. toge- 
ther with what remain'd unpaid of the laſt 
years Taxes (when the A requiring Col- 
leors to receive Clipt money paſſed) can't 
be leſs than a million, it not a million and 
a balf : but eſtimating it at a million, the 
whole come to fix millions four hundred 
thouſand pounds , which is two millions 
four hundred thouſand pounds more than 
was computed to be of Clipt money in the 
Nation. | 


Thus, Sir, you ſee the Parliament has 
taken all imaginable care, that none of the 
deficient or adulterate Money ſhould remain 
and bea loſs in the hands of the Subje&s; 
and made it the Peoples Duty as well as bs- 
tereſ# not ta ſuffer themſelves to be cheated 
with Names, and an Imaginary Fairy Treaſure - 


. inſtead of real Riches for the future, Who- 


ſoever therefore receives or pays Gold or 
Silver, or connives at others doing fo here- 


| after otherwiſe than theſe Ads allow, ought 


to 


1 6 & 


frens of thoſe, who for Private or By-Ends bave 


endeavoured to rob the Publick, and put us in 


Confuſion, after our Legiſlators have ſpent 
pe Time and Trouble in ng 
ing to relieve us from the imminent Ruine 
we are threatened with from it. And 
therefore do you, Sir , and let every good 
Engliſhman, conform their Practice to cheſe 
Laws, and force others to 4o fo too, which 
only can preſerve us, leſt we relapſe into 
a worſe and incurable Condition. 


I am, 
S I R, 


Your humble Servant, 


R. ]. 


to be eſteemed an Enemy to bis Country adi 
rhe Wellfare thereof, and a Promoter of the De-\ 


4, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


S1R, 
J Moſt beg your Pardon for an Omiſſion 
in-my Letter, and 'Leave to addirt in a 
Poſtſcript. | 
| The Parliament obſerving that a pernici- 
ous DoGrin was publickly vented, viz. That 
the King by his Prerogative might alter the 
| Standard of 'our Coin, and that'it muſt 'be 
altered, and new Money made lighter than 
the old, and a:new Name given tothe old, 
whereby it ſhould be made current for more 
than-it was coin'd for ; ( which they, that 
promote this DoQtrin, 'call raiſing of our 
Money) were ſenſible that the Expectation of 
ſoch an Alteration would make Men keep 
up all their weighty Money ; becauſe, 'afrer 
the Change of the Standard ( if it would buy 
- no more Commodities than before ) it would 


—_— 


—_— 


| pay more Debts, and foreſeeing that ſuch 


an Apprehenfion in. the People would leſſen, 
if not break the publick Credit, in regard 
"tis not probable that any one would be per- 
ſwaded to lend the Government $5 Ounces 
of Silver, if he thought he ſhould \be repaid 
again with only 4 Qunces, To prevent the 
Evils that ſuch Opinions had occaſioned, or 

| might ' 


"JS a . 
might occaſion ; he to ſecure the Peopl 6 s 
that when they truſted the Governmen 1 ti ; 
they ſhould not be repaid by Words and 
new Names, but in the ſame Coin, or Wejght | 
and Fineneſs of Metal they advanced upon its | 
Credit. In the A for Remedying the ill } 
State of the Coin of this King It is 
EnaCtted, That the clipt Money ( which that 
- Ad requires to be melted down) ſhall be | 
Recoin'd by the Mill and Preſs into Carrent 
Money of this Realm, to hold ſuch Weight and ] 
Finentl, as are preſcribed by the preſent In- | 
denture of the Mint, which Weight and Fine- 
zc/s ( as they are the old Lawful Standard 
of England, ſo by that AQ ) are declared to 
Be, and ſhall Be and Remain to be the Stand- \. 
ard for the Lawful Silver Coin of this King-. 


dom, 

- Inced notremark to you, that the Word, 
ſhall remain to be, being . indefinite, imports 
as much as if it had been ſaid, ſbal any 
remain to fo Fe. 
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+ * - ther, Mallowe, -yea and all kinde of 
' , "Bralt, Lcrre, Butter , Cheeſe ,. and ſuch tyke, ſo" a: 
: comterfainets and fuch like, have foz mime 
of monies counterfaiged, caried out fix times the .vad 
* luc in commodities of the Reaime. e SF 
EE Er iotmrn 
'F rant, vers were People Yayve cyaunge 1 of 
the golve and fine \yiver monies of this Reaime; andh 
uu tranfpozted and caryed- out the ſame golbe andÞ: 
. Iplv:r, ſo..48 although there hath ben. copned both ink 
tie later end of theraign of Kyng Cdward, and thel- 
tyme of Muene Mary, and now alſo ſence the Muenegl 
aicſtics raigne, great quantities-of golde and ſyiverg 
ret no .part thereof 1s.lene.cC only .currant.* but} 
 a& if, may be thought. ſonte. part thereof is caryed 
hence, anv ſome percale by the wyſer ſozt of 'p 
} "BEPEr in ftoze, as it were to be wyſhed that the wholel 
'} ere. | | | 
{', _  Jiſo by continuance of this bg baſe. monies, 
| \foores'p almpahtie God hath g nowe of late 


'prareS plentifull increaſe by the earth, - foz the which] 
2 is to be thanked, without any ſuch be? of fcars 
«"citie 'as in our lozefathers tyme hath "bene, read, | 
"when many huridzethes and thouſandes of-people have 
-- Dyed fo2 famine, yet the pz:ices of all thyig's' grow 
' Ing c2 commyng from the: earth , hath rnnevrurabiyy 
a Fr. dayly riſen, as all'maner of grayne, fruite, catteh,! 
- beftioil, Victuel, wolſe, leather, and ſuch fike, and no 
«remedy could be denyſed fo amend the" ſame, 'but to. 
cauſe that the ſame baſe monies uld ve currant foz] 
zno moze then they were in iulk value. ' Fozevery man] 
"of the leaf underſtanding, by: one means oz other} 
'/knew that a Teffon was not wozth fix pence; noz*the] 
prece of two pence was 'wozth fo much, and-therefoze| 
-no man” weride yeve gladly that thing which "was 
"an? cver had ben wozth 'fix pence, foz a-Teffon, but 
- woutd rather reguire two-Teftons : and fo a thyng 
teirg wo;th fir pence ,/ as Vought an epther | 
_ foz two Tetfons , ozone 'and a halfe, which*was in }- 
* Teckenyng Til. oz ix- pence, -4nd-now every*Leffon be-. 


es. 
—_ 


-.t 


hy. Þ 
M, | , 
. 


[1 
TH. 


= 


M1 rm. monies, could - not My prove ib | 
| r = _ a2 ach? Ny SE 
id ſtipend; moze 
| tall now haue, ecanein dede fade b hate m 
1 themlſetves' no'moze''wo 


be, and iatly t 
'd1tie _— ra TE 


purſe, yet ſhail je have ſoz the ſ@me metal, ag rot dog 


amende , 
wages, every mans purſe 0z coffer made free h_ r e 


1offe to, any otherwiſe, but im opmion at 


pre thereby recover health and Ktength, and lave they [ 


mp 


So as the matter well.c 
& comme: 


Ss on us mote 
ww. f celue Pices if 
we onfider themſeiues} no ſmall EE I ph. < . 
— no manner of perſon me 
ſhall have after one oz two opt he be ;. £x-| 
cept _ the traytour which hath lived by | 
wy -_ . yp = ipebd ay iehongh, 6 
all peopte, an man to a at 
the firft he may ſuppoſe that he hath iefle moenie in hig]. 


that was wozth, epther 1n ware, oz at het 
mint in fine monies. Ind whenſoeuer he ſhall utter 
that baſe monies, which at the tyme of the Pzoclams 
tion he hadde, the nexte- that he thati gette, eyther 
his hand labour, oz foz his wages, ſhaibe eyther fine 
meonics, 92 ſich as he may have as much fine monies in 
the mint fo2 it- Jad cnſorngtte every man ought tc 

thank ajmyghtye God, tbat he may live to ſee the- ho- 
nour of his countrey' _——_ —— ecouereh.; : Sylve 
to ' come - place of C pces of thynges 

ail propie to bs 2209 mo2e able to live of 


e thefe, which was the Contetiptonr, Ind fynal 
ty, the treaſure of +this Kealme to be of ſylver ant 
, as was. wonte in our fozefathers time, and not 

e and copper. beſyzes many other great cc 
modifies that hereof muff needs enſue, which but fo; 
h might be declared, and foz all the _ no 


not. much unipke to them, that being Wen a - | 
Medicine, and un the taliyng feele ſome pooh mee? put 


Ind becauſe it is fene by experience, that many tymes 
when good things be d and aftempted, the Dea 
feapeth "> not; to hinder the ſame; but wb ag them el 
ther fo be defeared, og to be-deſamed and mifaken 
Kherefoze it is meete that no maner of perſon 6 


an 


Ji 


| an: Eve is ſo fully 
| belive that, dye Gall fr 
me 


- Pzoclamation 
might move her to fozbeare it : Ind on the other has, 


0g Rs 


ever c 
Reains, i not ney aner of to leaſe be rhe = 


credite to ſuch as Hall caſſe abpode any miſtruſt” 

any cpouſte to of the money, oz ſhall p 

to be greater 02 moze burdenous then Foy true 

aſe | by A 

le it within one meth 

92 vi. weekes, within times neceffarie thinges 
the mint mulk be Ab, Ft is ſene, that, ger 

icffie may refourme theſe monies. accozding to her 

» Without any ſuch great loffe ag 


{ onnes ; bas iufkiy valued, as indede An halt ow 
t at it. d. farthyng, and her iefkie gi- | 
at her minte, fo2 every pound of them FEA, and - 
Ne erather im0zecqan they 
e melte 


thail be worth b 
that 
Croune, 


that Te ſhall with-ſmail loſfe 02 Ayne recouer 

by by this wth ane, to benefit her Realm and people. 
Wo... as fo the opinion of the burden of the = 
the ye baſe Teffons be valued but at iti d. fa | 
eby fuch as have them ſhall ſeme to have the | 
ef joe, it 1s fo be well and reaſonably conffrued _ | 
taken of all men, foz that there hath not-by good acs 
compte which.hath bene made and well p:8ved T nE as 
a fixth parte compared to the other baſe Þy- 
> of ſame ſo2t of ag! > coined in the Gints 
of this Realm, _ at the Coinage of the ſame- baſe 
Teffons now valued at two pence farthing, which was 
Done inthe time of the Wars heretofo2s, there were ſet 
thereto certain marks, as a Lion, a Roſe, a Flour de | 
ck a Parp colon ge Ppt marks of ſuch as were | 
en Poſer s of Dint, h alſo be ſpecified in the | 
oclamation. better undertandin whereof, / 
_ in ths Ay of this Declaration ſet certain. | 
eamys. oz Pzints, of every kind of the ſame baſe Te- | 
their ſaid ſever marks, tothe intent that 
every be. L looking and beholding the ſame Þzines, | 


many 


| 


| | — tall | gibs to the F< rg either A verp 
/! Cuch counterfain.t e ig, 02 ſo mu 
+ | fine monies, as the ſame counterfaigs l contain in 
; | filver, whereby the people ſhall be.relieved of ſuch joCCe 
/ , in ſome-part foz counterfaits, as in no Realm any | 
/ | Pzince either hath oz ought- to do. Ind foz this and 

. foz ail the reſt of the commodities qereof my to ens 
| | ſue : Per Majeſty truſteth her Fouyurabie good 
; |- meaning ſhall be imbzaſed of all her good ſofing Sub- 
| | jects, and every perſon with good wilf, will yield fo 
+ | bear 8 ſmall burden foz a time, to avoid a perpetual 
/ | and endleſs oppzcſifon, not only of themſelves and their 
} Poſterity, but alſo of the whole Commonweal. 


| Giren under the Queen's Majeſty's Signet at her Honour | 
of Hampton-Court, the 29th. of Septemhber, the ſecond Year ' 
of, her Majeſty's Reign, MDLA. 
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| N.B: The Sams exits of the ba ; 
Et - 1 d'atQht En { Peclaration, are now omitted, 
nr TY 10 ſuch--Coin in uſe theſe many 
e been of no uſe to 


